 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD MEMORIAL HALL ON 1st SEPTEMBER 2011
Members Present
Councillors A C Bailey, Mrs B Blackmore, A B Edginton, M J Edwards, M Harriman, M Hughes, J L Jones, Mrs M Lightwood, Mrs S Layhe, Mrs J MacDonald, M Pritchard and Mrs. B Watson.

PCSO Jason Knowles was also in attendance

Apology for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs J Dutton and PCSO Wendy Harris and accepted.

Bereavement
The Community Council was sorry to hear that Mr Ken Bennett, a former member of the Council died suddenly yesterday.  It was agreed that the Clerk should send a sympathy card to Mr Bennett’s daughter and son in law.

Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that they must declare the existence and nature of any personal and/or prejudicial interests. None were declared.

Welcome
The Chairman welcomed the return of Councillor Mrs Mary Lightwood who was attending the first meeting following her recent indisposition.

317 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetings held on 7th July and 4th August 2011were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

318 POLICE REPORT  
Matters of concern were discussed, including the behaviour of young people at both play areas and the playing of loud music at the Red Lion Public House.  

319 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No members of the public were present.  

320 VARIATION OF AGENDA
In accordance with Standing Order 16 it was resolved that the order of business be varied on the grounds of urgency.

321 CCTV FOR GRESFORD
The various forms and types of equipment which were available and some of which were used by North Wales Police, were discussed.  

The Council asked the Play Areas Sub-Committee to meet representatives of the company who provide such equipment, at the Memorial Hall on Monday next, 5th September at 3.30 p.m. to examine in more detail the various equipment items and associated costs.  Councillor Pritchard undertook to liaise with the company.

322 ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
The Lake in High Street
It was noted that Councillors were to meet Wrexham CBC’s Biodiversity Officer, Emma Broad on Monday next, 5th September at 5.30 p.m.  

Allington Park and Marford Play Areas
It was noted that both play areas were very popular.  At the request of the police the Clerk circulated details of a notice supplied by Denbighshire County Council which could be installed at Marford informing users that the play area would close at dusk.  The cost would be in the region of £68.63 plus VAT & delivery charges

Councillor Blackmore reported that she had received an e-mail from a resident expressing concern about the lack of facilities for children with special needs.  In this connection the Clerk circulated a letter from the contractor explaining what had been provided to cater for children of all abilities.

The Council resolved to accept the quotation for the sign and also that the letter from Mr. Ray Parry should be sent to the person who had e-mailed Councillor Blackmore.

TEMPS Out of School Club, 
The matter was ongoing but Members felt that the Community Council should receive a report on progress at the next meeting.

Oak Tree at the junction of Chester Road and Clapper Lane
It was noted that Mr Simon O’Rourke proposed to renew his consultations with the students after the summer holidays.

Annual Accounts & Audit 2010/11
A letter was received from Messrs UHY Hacker Young, the External Auditors indicating that they intended to issue an unqualified audit certificate.  The Annual Return was considered. The Responsible Financial Officer had certified section 3 of the Return and the Chairman had signed and dated Section 3.

Accordingly, the Community Council approved the Return for submission to UHY Hacker Young.  
 
Christmas Tree 
It was reported that there were difficulties in obtaining a Christmas tree this year from the Council’s usual supplier, due to staff changes.  

In these circumstances Councillor Blackmore and the Clerk of the Council were authorised to obtain one from another local supplier.  

323 REPORTS
Councillor M J Edwards also reported that the crematorium was now fully operational and that there was to be consultation on Transport matters in the autumn.   

Councillor A Bailey reported on the success on the Energy Event held on 27th August.      

324 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Details of planning applications received from the Chief Planning Officer were available for Members and dealt with as follows:

P/2011/0575 – Single storey kitchen extension and conservatory to rear and first floor extension over garage to enlarge bedroom accommodation, 30 Woodridge Avenue, Marford – No representations

P/2011/0591 – Fell tree DT10 (crack willow) and replace with two 14-16 cm girth container grown Tilia Cordata (small leaves lime trees, land east of 12 Oak Drive, Marford – No representations

325 FINANCE
The following items were approved for payment:-
Ray Parry Playground Services, Part payment for play area at Allington Park                £36,000.00
Scottishpower plc, 2 x Monthly charges for unmetered Supplies                                     £1321.36
Specialist Tree Care Ltd, Tree work at Allington Park                                                      £264.00
1st Gresford Scouts, 12 month charge for electricity to MUGA				        £97.34
Allianz Insurances plc, Premium for engineering policy                                                   £758.98
De Valley Water plc, Water charges to cemetery                                                            £16.14
P & W Contracting Ltd, Grounds maintenance June to August 2011                              £59.53
Wrexham CBC, Quarterly lighting maintenance and repairs                                           £1431.72
Mr C A Route, 2 x Monthly Grass cutting and cemetery work                                         £1,090.00
Mrs M Jones, Salary                                                                                                        NJC Rates
Maurice Paddock, Salary                                                                                                 NJC Rates
HM Revenue and Customs, NI and Tax                                                                          PAYE Rates
Encore Office systems, Quarterly photocopying charges                                                £46.80
Mr S A Pugh, Grave Making                                                                                            £475.00
One Voice Wales 2011 Conference Fees                                                                       £75.00

The Financial Management Report for the period up to 8th August 2011 was received and noted

326 CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence that had been received and available for members was noted or otherwise dealt with as follows:-

Street Lighting Column 3 outside 6 Sandrock Road, Marford

All Saints’ Church in Wales School – The Council resolved that Councillor Mrs J MacDonald be appointed the Community Council Governor

Standards Conference Wales 2011 - At the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells on Wednesday, 5th October 

The Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006 – A letter was received from the Head of Corporate and Customer Services indicating that under the 2006 Regulations each council was to carry out a review of polling districts and polling places on a regular four-yearly cycle.  The second such review must be completed by 31st December 2011.  The Community Council considered that in the interests of economy one Polling Station at Gresford Memorial Hall for the Gresford East and West Electoral Division was sufficient.  The polling station at Gresford Youth Centre was consequently superfluous to requirements.

Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum – Meeting on 27th September at 6.30 p.m.
Councillors A Bailey, M Harriman and Mrs B Watson proposed to attend this Forum

Commissioning Review Of Community-based Youth and Play Services – Wrexham CBC was currently carrying out a commissioning review of community-based Youth and Play Services.  A questionnaire was enclosed for completion.  The Community Council was of the opinion that the play area at Parsonage Close should be closed and used as a car park.

Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales’ Draft Annual Report-December 2011 

Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Annual Report 2010-11

AVOW Newsletter, Summer 2011, Carers Week

One Voice Wales – Autumn Training programme- Details of all the courses were circulated to members.  It was agreed that any member who proposed to attend any of the courses should contact the Clerk not less than five working days before the cut off date for the particular course(s).  

Wrexham County Borough Local Development Plan 2006 – 2021 – Focussed Changes Consultation – The schedule of proposed focussed changes may be viewed at the Planning Department, Lambpit Street, local libraries or on that Council’s web site at www.wrexham.gov.uk/ldp - The matter would be included on the Community Council’s agenda for the meeting on 6th October. 

327 VENUE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Community Council would be at Marford Community Centre Thursday, 6th October 2011 at 7.15 p.m.
	
COUNCILLOR M HUGHES, 
CHAIRMAN



……………………………………………………Presiding Chairman

……………………………………………………Date
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