MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD MEMORIAL HALL ON 11th JUNE 2009
Members Present

Councillors A C Bailey, Mrs B L Blackmore, Mrs J Dutton, M J Edwards, M Harriman, J L Jones, Mrs S Layhe, Mrs M Lightwood Mrs J MacDonald and Mrs H Williams.
CBM WPC 2566 Nicola Gaskell and CSO 2850 Scott Noble were in attendance.

Apology for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Martin Pritchard and R H Willis and accepted. 

152 APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING CHAIRMAN

In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman presided over the meeting.

153 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of that meeting held on 7th May 2009 were confirmed and signed by the Presiding Chairman.
154 VARIATION OF AGENDA

In accordance with Standing Order 16 it was resolved that the order of business be varied on the grounds of urgency.

155 POLICE REPORT

Matters of concern including crime statistics, police community meeting, speed enforcement and HGVs on inappropriate roads.  
156 AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING:  Ms Beth Ditson, Rural Housing Enabler for Flintshire and Wrexham addressed the meeting regarding her function and duties to secure affordable rural housing.  Ms Ditson offered her services to establish and deal with such housing needs of the Community of Gresford.  Mr Mike Jenkins, a Housing Officer with Wrexham CBC accompanied Ms Ditson.
After answering the questions from members, it was agreed to discuss the matter of affordable rural housing in Gresford at the next meeting.  Ms Ditson and Mr Jenkins were thanked for their attendance.
157 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present
158 ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Dangerous parking at the junction of Newtown (Orchard View) and Chester Road 

The present position was noted
Reinstatement of Re-cycling at the Plough Inn and introduction of a residents/community parking scheme

Councillor MacDonald reported on the meeting she and Councillor Dutton had with the Licensee of The Plough Public house.
It was resolved to write formally to the Chief Environment Officer and request the re-instatement of the centre at the new location and make a contribution; subject to clarification regarding the introduction of kerbside collection of cardboard in the community of Gresford. 

Vacancy for Councillor – Gresford West Ward and resignation of Hugh Sharp – Marford/Hoseley Ward
Two vacancies now existed and two people had expressed interests in being co-opted.  It was therefore resolved to co-opt Mr M V Hughes, 10 Annefield Gresford onto the Council for the Gresford West Ward and to consider the recent vacancy for Marford/Hoseley Ward at the next meeting.
Shake up in Welsh NHS Specialist Services

Councillor Bailey reported on his discussions with the Wrexham AM and Councillor Edwards reported that the LHB were looking into matters.

Dates of and Times and Venue of the meeting in September 2009
Gresford Trust had initially said that there was no room available for the Council meeting in September.  Following further enquiries, the Community Council could now be accommodated.  Accordingly, it was agreed that the meeting on 3rd September would be held in the main hall of the Memorial Hall at 7.15 p.m. 
Proposed Environmental Improvement Scheme Phase 1 – Gresford Shops

Following the consultation regarding the area in front of the Gresford shops, Groundwork had produced proposals for a focus group to be set up in an attempt to reach a consensus.
The proposals had been accepted by IMAGE.  However, in view of the costs involved, the Community Council decided to take no action on the report but Councillor Bailey agreed for IMAGE to look further in to the requirements for a consultation exercise.
159 REPORTS

Councillor M J Edwards reported on Town centre shopping, sale of knives and care homes.  Councillor Edwards also lodged his Declaration of Business Interests and urged other members to do the same.  
Councillor Mrs B Blackmore reported on the works being carried out at Marford Community Centre and the Luncheon Club.
Councillor A C Bailey updated the Council on the works carried out under the Tidy Towns 2009-2010 scheme. 
Councillor J Dutton reported on the arrangements to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Gresford Trust and the cross tree. 
Wrexham Area Civic Society Arrangements had been made for the Chairman of the Society to address the Community Council on 2nd July.
160 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Details of planning applications received from the Chief Planning Officer that were available for Members prior to the meeting, were dealt with as follows:
P/2009/0358 – Extension and alterations to existing dwelling, Crest Tor 20 Sunnyridge Avenue, Marford – No representations   
P/2009/0380 – Erection of double garage with snooker room/gym, Long Meadow, Old Wrexham Road, Gresford – No representations   
P/2009/0385 – Garage extension, 2 Hollyfield, Gresford – No representations   
P/2009/0391 – Erection of building for temporary storage of components, Unit 1 Zenith House, Gresford Industrial Park, Gresford – No representations   
P/2009/0428 – Erection of two storey and single storey rear extensions, 5 Ridgeway Avenue, Marford – No representations   
P/2009/0442 – Alteration and extensions to existing dwelling, Erection of new double garage, 1 Eyton Grange, Hillock Lane, Marford – No representations   
P/2009/0445 – Extension to existing conservatory French door and balconette to first floor bedroom, 64 Stancliffe Avenue, Marford – No representations   
P/2009/0464 – Bathroom, utility and kitchen extensions and replacement double garage, The Sycamore, Pant Lane, Gresford – No representations   
P/2009/0466 – Conservatory extension, Fairfield Farm, Barkers Lane, Borras – No representations   
APPEAL at Chand Restaurant, 23B Chester Road, Gresford – Noted    
161 FINANCE
The following items were approved for payment
Wrexham County Borough Council, Trade Refuse Charges                                     £731.40

Encore Office Systems, Photocopy charges                                                                £41.40

P & W Maintenance, Grass cutting at Marford                                                             £57.05

Mr S A Pugh, Grave Making                                                                                      £225.00

Councillor A Bailey, Refund of costs incurred in Tidy Towns project                         £840.00

Gresford Athletic Football Club, Financial Assistance                                               £500.00
Mr C A Route, Grass Cutting and maintenance of cemetery                                    £545.00 
Clerk of the Council, Salary June 2009                                                                 NJC Rates
HM Revenue and Customs, Income Tax and Employers NI June 2009             PAYE Rates
162 NOTICE OF AUDIT – FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009   It was noted that UHY Hacker Young had fixed 31st July 2009 for the annual external audit of the council’s accounts.   A Summary of the Accounts for the year was received.  

The Council resolved 
To approve the Summary of the Accounts

To authorise the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to approve and sign the Annual Return for submission to the External Auditor as soon as possible, subject to the completed Annual Return being  submitted to the Community Council in due course.

163 CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence that had been received was available for members, was noted or otherwise dealt with as follows:-
Footway Lighting – Letter from Scrutiny Manager, Wrexham County Borough Council 

It was resolved to inform the Scrutiny Manager that the Community Council was of the opinion that all Community Councils in the County Borough of Wrexham should all be treated on an equal and fair basis.
One Voice Wales 2009 Conference and AGM – It was resolved to appoint Councillor M Harriman to attend the conference on Saturday, 10th October at Bont Pavilion, Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion
Invitation to appoint two representatives to accompany the Mayor on his Civic Visit to St Giles Parish church on Sunday, 21st June at 2.50 p.m. It was agreed that the Chairman and his wife should attend.  
AVOW’s Health and Social Care Newsletter

Clwyd Community Health Council’s Annual Report 2008 – 2009

E-mails regarding development at 48 Chester Road and Japanese Knotweed

Visit by the Chief Planning Officer to the meeting on1st October, including members of IMAGE 
Gresford Conservation Area - Draft Conservation Area Character Assessment and Management Plan – Deferred to next meeting

Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional ‘One Day’ Conference - – It was resolved that the Clerk be authorised to attend the conference on Tuesday, 7th July at Llandudno
 164 DATE, VENUE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  It was confirmed that the next meeting would be held at Marford Community Centre on Thursday, 2nd July 2009 at 7.15 p.m. 
COUNCILLOR J L JONES
PRESIDING CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………Chairman

……………………………………………………Date
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