MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT MARFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 7th MAY 2009
Members Present

Councillors A C Bailey, Mrs B L Blackmore, Mrs J Dutton, M J Edwards, M Harriman, J L Jones, Mrs S Layhe, Mrs M Lightwood, Mrs J MacDonald, M Pritchard and R H Willis
WPC 2566 Nicola Gaskell was also in attendance.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from H Sharp and Mrs H Williams and accepted.

134 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
It was proposed by councillor M Harriman, seconded by Councillor A Bailey and unanimously resolved that Councillor R H Willis be elected Chairman of the Community Council for the ensuing year.  In accordance with Section 83 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended), Councillor Willis signed a Declaration of Office.
Councillor Dutton was thanked for her efforts as Chairman and responded by paying tribute to the successes and achievements of the Community Council during the past year.  Councillor Dutton also thanked the Members and the Clerk for their unstinting support during her period of Office.
135 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Councillor J L Jones was appointed Vice Chairman of the Community Council for the ensuing year.    
136 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A Member of the public was present and spoke on behalf of Gresford AFC.  This football club was experiencing considerable financial difficulties arising from many things including the costs associated with playing competitive football.  
137 VARIATION OF AGENDA

In accordance with Standing Order 16 it was resolved that the order of business be varied on the grounds of urgency.

138 POLICE REPORT  

Matters of concern were discussed including crime statistics.  PC 2566 Gaskell agreed to provide crime figure comparisons for members.  
139 YOUTH SERVICE PROVISION 
The Senior Youth Officer and Detached Youth Workers were present to discuss their recent report and the renewal of the Service Level Agreement for 2009 -2010.  The conditions of the Youth Centre were also discussed.
The Community Council approved the SLA subject to minor corrections and thanked the Officers for their report and their efforts on behalf of the young people of Gresford and Marford.  
140 APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES
The Community Council resolved to appoint the following sub-committees comprised of the undermentioned members for the ensuing year, namely

Cemetery Sub-Committee Councillors A C Bailey, B Blackmore, M Harriman, J L Jones and M Pritchard

Play Areas Sub-Committee Councillors A C Bailey, J Dutton, M J Edwards, J Macdonald and M Pritchard. (One vacancy) 

Lighting Sub-Committee Councillors J Dutton, M J Edwards, M Lightwood, H Williams and R H Willis (One vacancy)
Risk Assessment Sub-Committee Councillors B Blackmore, J Dutton, J L Jones and M Pritchard

Gresford Colliery Sheaves Sub-Committee

Councillors A Bailey, B Blackmore, J Dutton, H Sharp and M Pritchard

Marford Community Centre Sub-Committee

Councillors A Bailey, J L Jones, J MacDonald, M Pritchard, H Sharp and H Williams

(With power to co-opt)

141 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
The Community Council resolved to nominate the following members to represent the Council on the undermentioned organisations, namely 
Gresford and District War Memorial Trust Councillors B Blackmore, S Layhe and J Macdonald 
Wynnstay Lane Playing Fields Committee Resolved to disband this Committee due to the changes in the management of the playing fields
Gresford United Charities Councillors J Dutton, M Pritchard and R H Willis

Tarmac Liaison Committee Councillors M Lightwood, J MacDonald, M Pritchard, H Williams and R H Willis

Marford Community Centre Management Committee Councillors B Blackmore and M Harriman or substitute when required

One Voice Wales Councillor M Harriman
Gresford Youth Club Management Committee Councillors A Bailey and B Blackmore
142 DATES, VENUES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS
The Community Council resolved that for the ensuing year meetings be held alternately at Gresford Memorial Hall and Marford Community Centre on the first Thursday of each month at 7.15 p.m., except for June (the second Thursday, 11th),  August (no meetings) and January (the second Thursday, 8th) and otherwise as required.
143 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2009 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman, subject to the substitution of the word “accepted” for the word “adopted” in line 4 of the Paragraph headed “Street Lighting”. 
144 MATTERS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Dangerous condition of roads & pavements, Winchester Way
A reply from the Chief Environment Officer of Wrexham County Borough Council

was received and noted.
Reinstatement of Re-cycling at the Plough Inn and introduction of a residents/community parking scheme

The position was noted
Tidy Towns Initiative


The Clerk reported that the grant of £3,000 had been received from Wrexham County Borough Council.
Gresford Cemetery

The report of the meeting held on 1st may was received.  The Council agreed to the recommendation that the views of builders be obtained on the condition of the building with a view to its full restoration including the toilet facilities or its demolition and sale of recyclable materials.
Request for financial assistance from Gresford Athletic AFC

An e-mail was received from Mr Philip Jones on behalf of the club seeking to explore opportunities for financial assistance.  Various ideas as to how the Council may help were considered.  
The Community Council resolved in principle to make initial financial assistance in the sum of £500.00 available to Gresford AFC, subject to the club providing the most recent audited annual accounts and a Business Plan.

Vacancy for Councillor Gresford West Ward
The Returning Officer had not received a notice signed by ten electors requesting an election and therefore the Community Council could fill the vacancy by co-option.  The Community Council resolved to invite  persons interested in filling this vacancy to write to the Clerk of the Council with a brief CV by no later than 10th June 2009. 
145 REPORTS
Councillor M J Edwards

Matters reported upon included local development plan, concerts, cctv costs, grants for “Team around the children” projects and an environmental visual audit.
Councillor A C Bailey

It was reported that the next meeting of IMAGE would be held on 11th May.  
Councillor B Blackmore reported on affordable rural housing, diversion of some bus services along Pant Lane and the proposed lights in Raynham Avenue.
Councillor J Dutton
The Council was reminded of the Fete that was being arranged by Gresford Trust to be held on 31st August 2009.
146 SHAKE UP IN THE WELSH NHS SPECIALIST SERVICES
This item was included at the request of Councillor Martin Pritchard who reported on his recent personal visit to Alder Hey Children’s’ Hospital on Merseyside.  It had been made clear to him that in due course “foreigners” from Wales would no longer be treated at that hospital because the Welsh Assembly Government was phasing out the funding for treatment.  Patients requiring these services would be referred to hospitals in Cardiff and Swansea.  This situation would increase the costs for patients and their families living in North Wales, be detrimental to their recovery and an infringement of their human rights.
Councillor Pritchard had also been informed that Ministers of the Welsh Assembly were ignoring the recommendations of the recent Parliamentary report that patients should be treated as near as possible to their place of residence.

The Community Council resolved to seek assurances that the Welsh Assembly would not as a matter of policy ignore the report and would continue to provide funds for welsh patient to be treated in the most suitable hospital nearest to their place of residence.  It was also resolved to enlist the help of the Assemble Members for Wrexham and North Wales, Clwyd Community Health Council, One voice Wales and the Wrexham Town and Community Councils Forum.
147 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Details of planning applications received from the Chief Planning Officer and which had been available for Members prior to the meeting, were dealt with as follows: 

P/2009/0251 – Amendments to ground floor windows and roof over extension (previously approved under Code No GRE p/2008/1037) 7 The Spinney, Springfield Lane, Marford – 

No representations
P/2009/0263 – Construction of new vehicular access, teachers car Park & 2m high gates (in retrospect), All Saints School, School Hill, Gresford (Councillors A C Bailey, M J Edwards and R H Willis declared personal non pecuniary interests in this applications and took no further part in the discussion or voting thereon) - No representations
P/2009/0297 – Listed Building consent for internal alterations, Beech Cottage, Marford Hill, Marford - The Community Council asked that the Planning Officer should ensure that these alterations were in keeping with the style of the building and that all possible measures would be taken to maintain the appearance of the building.  

P/2009/0298 – change of use from A1 retail use to vehicle sales and repairs and external car wash facility (in retrospect), 82 Chester Road, Gresford - The Community Council resolved to support the proposed recommendation to refuse this application.  However, if the sale of vehicles continued the Council considers that such vehicles should be stored to the rear of the site in order that the frontage immediately adjacent to the highway was available for the parking of customers’ cars.

P/2009/0319 – Application under Section 191 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use or operation; Certificate of Lawfulness for Existing Use as land as woodland Garden, Land to the rear of 2 Whiteway Drive, Gresford. – The Community Council resolved to note the position as it had no actual knowledge of the use of this land
P/2009/0303 – Erection of detached garage, Hillock Cottage, 58 Hillock Lane, Gresford - No representations

P/2009/0321 – Reduce 4 Leylandii Trees (T1, T2, T3, T4) by 10’ (within a Conservation Area) Motte House, Marford Hill, Marford –The Community Council had no representations to make provided that the Arboricultural Officer raised no objections
P/2009/0322 – Fell 2 Leylandii Trees (T3, T4) and reduce 1 Hawthorn (T1) by 4’ and 1 Silver Birch (T2) by 10’, Smithy House, Marford Hill, Marford - The Community Council had no representations to make provided that the Arboricultural Officer raised no objections
P/2009/0325 – Rear conservatory extension, Garth, 12 Wynnstay Lane, Marford - No representations
P/2009/0350 – Erection of rear porch, Top Cottage 3 Marford Heights, Marford Hill, Marford - No representations
148 FINANCE

The following items were approved for payment

Wrexham & District PHAB Club, Financial Assistance                                                £25.00 Family Fiends for 5’s to 11’s, Financial Assistance                                                     £25.00 
(Councillor A C Bailey declared a personal non pecuniary interest in this application and took no further part in the discussion or voting thereon)   

Wrexham CBC, Supply of Christmas Tree                                                                  £92.00

Okells Nurseries, Supply of Tubs                                                                               £900.00

Dee Valley Water plc, Water Charges                                                                         £39.04
ICCM, Corporate Membership, 2009-2010                                                                  £80.00

Scottishpower plc, Unmetered supplies                                                                     £822.27

Allianz Insurance plc, Premium                                                                                £4909.38

Mr C A Route, Grass Cutting and maintenance of cemetery                                     £545.00 
Clerk of the Council, Salary & reimbursements for May 2009                               NJC Rates
HM Revenue and Customs, Income Tax and Employers NI, May 2009             PAYE Rates
Mr S A Pugh, Grave Making                                                                                      £650.00

149 CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence which had been received was available for members was noted or otherwise dealt with as follows:-
Marford Quarry Access Path, Application for Financial Assistance, E-mail Mr Simon Farr, - The Council resolved to make a grant to North Wales Wildlife Trust of £800.00 towards the cost of providing this disabled access path
An invitation to attend the next Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum on Tuesday 23rd June at 6.30p.m. – Suggested item for discussion – Shake up in the Welsh NHS Specialist Services
An invitation to visit the National Assembly Senedd Building – Free one hour tour for Councillors and on Business days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays you may watch Assembly Members at work – It was resolved to inform the National Assembly for Wales that the Community Council were interested but could not afford the costs involved.
An invitation to the Annual Meeting of Wrexham County Borough Council and installation  of the Mayor and deputy Mayor – Tuesday,19th May  - Councillor RH Willis, Chairman was nominated
Play for Wales, Issue 28

150 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING It was confirmed that the next Meeting would be held at Gresford Memorial Hall on Thursday, 11th June at 7.15 p.m.
151 GRESFORD CEMETERY – STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS
It was resolved pursuant to Paragraph 1 of Part I of sub-Section 4 of Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) that the press and public be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of this item on the grounds that if members of the public were present there might be disclosed to them exempt information

The Clerk of the Council reported that two applications had been received for the post of Administrative Assistant (Cemetery).
It was resolved to appoint a Sub-Committee comprising the Chairman, Vice –Chairman and Councillor Jen Dutton to interview the applicants and make the appointment.

COUNCILLOR R H WILLIS
CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………Presiding Chairman

……………………………………………………Date
PAGE  
52

